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DO YOU NEED TO MEET THE JANUARY 1°', 2005 SECONDARY CONTAINMENT
REQUIREMENT FOR METAL PIPING AND ANCILLARY EQUIPMENT?

You do, if you can answer “Yes” to all of the following questions.
M DO YOU own or operate a regulated petroleum underground storage tank (UST) system?

M DO YOU have metal piping and/or ancillary equipment as part of your UST system? (Note:
ancillary equipment is defined as any device including, but not limited to, such devices as piping,
fittings, flanges, valves, and pumps used to distribute, meter or control the flow of regulated
substances to and from an UST. Metal flex-connectors, oftentimes used on rigid fiberglass
reinforced plastic lines, would be considered metal piping.)

| DO YOU have metal piping and/or ancillary equipment located between:

> 100 and 500 feet from a well that serves a public water supply? (e.g., wells serving
convenience stores unless the store has employee-only restrooms, day care centers,
schools, churches and businesses with 25 or more employees)

> 50 and 100 feet from any other type of well used for human consumption? (e.g.,
residential wells, convenience stores with employee-only restrooms)

> 0 and 500 feet of surface waters classified by the state as High Quality Water,
Outstanding Resource Water, Water Supply-I, Water Supply-Il or Shellfishing?

M DID YOU upgrade your UST system with cathodic protection, spill prevention and overfill
prevention on or after January 1, 19917 OR Did you install a new UST system on or after
January 1, 1991, but before May 1, 2000*?

* UST systems or replacements to UST systems on or after May 1, 2000 should have been
provided with secondary containment at the time of installation

IF YOU CAN ANSWER YES TO ALL OF THE ABOVE:

You must provide secondary containment for all metal piping and ancillary equipment that lie within the
protected areas described above by January 1, 2005. Secondary containment must be provided for all
non-tank components. Automatic line leak detectors, submersible pumps, metal flex connectors and
even “safe” style (also known as, “European” suction piping) must be provided with secondary
containment. Dispenser containment is also required. Only vent lines, vertical fill pipes and vapor
recovery systems constructed so as not to contain liquid phase product, are excluded.
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WHAT IS SECONDARY CONTAINMENT?

Secondary containment means that all product lines and equipment that carry, distribute or contain
product are provided with a second or outer wall. There must be space (called interstitial space) between
the two walls to contain any leaks. Secondary containment typically consists of factory constructed
double-walled piping and containment sumps that are located at piping terminations and under equipment
such as automatic line leak detectors, pumps and dispensers. The secondary containment system must
be designed and constructed so that any product that leaks into the interstitial space flows to a point
where it can be monitored. The interstitial space must be monitored for releases (called interstitial leak
detection monitoring) at least every 30 days. Monitoring may be conducted using either continuously
monitoring electronic sensing equipment or visual inspection. Observations from both methods must be
recorded at least every 30 days and the records maintained for at least 12 months. All sumps must be
watertight or the leak detection monitoring will be ineffective. In addition to interstitial monitoring,
pressurized piping must also be provided with an automatic line leak detector. Annual tests of the
operation of the automatic line leak detectors are required. These records also must be maintained for at
least 12 months.

WHEN REPLACING PIPING WITH SECONDARY CONTAINMENT:

All old piping must be purged and capped or purged and removed from the ground. Any evidence of
contamination must be reported to your regional UST office within 24 hours of discovery. Do not install
new piping, sumps or dispenser containment into contaminated soils. This may cause deformation and
deterioration of this equipment to the point where it will not be able to contain a release. It is important to
follow manufacturers’ specifications for installation and testing of new piping, sumps and dispenser
containment. Most manufacturers require that installers of their equipment be trained and certified in
installation and repair of their equipment. Be sure to check that your installers and equipment contractors
have been properly certified by the manufacturer of the equipment you are purchasing.

QUESTIONS?

For more information on requirements for UST systems located near water supply wells or protected
surface water or to learn about future secondary containment deadlines, please visit our web site at
http://wastenotnc.org or call us at (919) 733-8486 and ask for our brochure.




